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they, to be angry one with ano. 
ther, hut ought, rather co maintain cheir ſeveral 
Opinions with \Mggkoeſs ans Love. Every one 
theſe, Matters be willing to give a 
much' Liberty. to another, as he thinks belongs 
to himſelf; and carry this with him: hat bis 
Neighbour! has as much Right to differ from him, 
as de has from his Neighbour. 17 way 
Sage that Men cannot ſee alike in Wange 
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did not the known Practice of a 
boaſts ſo very much of n, 
prove but too 2 | 1 
need not tell you, I mean the Church of 
a Church that pretends to the Prerogative of In- 
fllullibility, and teaches that there is no Salvation 
| out of her Communion: ' a” Church that has 
aſſum d the Name of the. Holy. Catholic Church, 
and- condemns: all that diſſent from her as He- 
retics and Sciſmatics. But ſure ne Church in 
, the World has leſs Reaſon to boaſt, than tho 
; Church of Rome. Her Doctrines are many ef 
| them ſo abſurd, that tis hard to think a N 
of Senſe and Honefty can credit them; and fe 
avow'd Practices are enough to render her th 
Abomination of the Earth, and deteſted of all 
Mankind. She will not ſtick at the moſt ſhame- 
ful Villanies, and, which is ſtill worle;' makes 
the ſacred Oracles to vindicate her in the Com- 
miflion of them. She can oppreſs and perſecute, 
impriſon and murder thoſe who diſſent from 
her, and all this in Compliance with the War- 
rant ſhe has receivd from Chriſt, contain'd in 
theſe Words of our Text, Compel them' to come 
— 5 
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Bur ſurely our Redeemer never defign'd 
to give the leaſt Encouragement to a Spirit of 
Perſecution ; nor can any one, who enquires in- 
to the Matter, imagine that-he had any Eye to 
external Force, when he ſaid, Compel them to come 
in. He taught his Diſciples and Auditors no 
ſuch doctrine, as that they ſhould conſtrain thoſe 
by Violence, whom they could not perſuade by 
Argument, 
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— of the unpatur Served 
for; but of x Method more ſuited to t 
ang Deſign af that mild and merciful Di 
which He cam came into the World to E abliſh. 
gy net Words, gf our Text ate A part of a Para- 
ble which our Ed ptonounc d, upon Occaſion 
of a'cerrain Few's Tayitig to Put” as they were 
at Mex, Bleſſed. be that ſhall eat « Meat in the 
r bnt of God tlize 18, To Mall ſhare in che 
Bleſſings of the AMeſſiah's Kingdom: For that 
People expected a Re eſtabliſnment of their Civil 


and Ecclefrſtical Stat ue 28 an In- 


e G of alt of Chi 
the Coming 3 agrees —_ 
75 tic Seats U e ſon, whom” Nan N 
anſwers in this Parable. The plain Drift” 
Import, of . which = OY That however, the-7ews 
might pride themſelves in the A of 
Deane the only Subj Is of his Kingdom, the 
greater Part of Het ſhould be e 1 5 the Be- 
Betts of it for their Unbelief: and that upon 
their. Refuſal, the Goſpel ſhould, be carried to the 
Gentiles, whom his Apoſtles and Mikifte Abend 
compel to embrace 1 it. Not in the Se ug the 
Romaniſts, who interpret our Nn Words, 
Compel them to come in, as if He had ſaid, Uſe 
outward Force ;- conftrain them by Confiſca- 
tions and Baniſhment ; Impriſonments and Tor- 
tures; compel them by the greateſt Severicies, if 
they obſtinately refuſe to believe. upon your 
Preaching. Now ſince this is the Principle chey 
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che I. atids the. Papiſts, oving, 
Senſe of our Lord 2 rroring, Ths of che 
Uſe of the ſeculat Power, to lac Men to e 
Kr e Kind hi de d ;uftl 
Ax Attem this Kin t in ce } 
be eſteem d ken, i ridiculous th 
not both the Principles and. Practices of the 
Men we have, now more immediately to do SOR 
too much vindicate the Neceflity and Seaſona- 
bleneſs of it. I ſhall therefore, purſuant, to my 
eſent Purpoſe, endeavoùr to demonſtrate it 
om the following Arguments. 
i. Tux Genius and Deſign of the Chriz 


ſtian Religion can by no means admit of 
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the H 11d great, Commandment, the fulplling 
Law, the Fire that Cbriſf came. 0) 2 60 
kindie upon the Earth. Love ſhould therefore be 
the Principle, as well as Matter of our, Goſpel 
Obedience. Our Religion bids us to % fa. 
to love Mercy; and to abſtain from Injuſtice and 
Papine, Cruelty and Unmercifulneſs. In a 
Word, Chriſtianity aims at making all its Pro- 
feſſors excenfively uſeful to their fellow..Crea- 
tures, and injurious to none. And if all Men 
would follow its Directions, tho“ they were 
"wiſe as ebe they would be bermleſi a Do vel. 
It takes off the Frerceneſs and Obſtinacy of Mens 
Diſpoſitions, and renders all its ſincere yotaries 
inoffenſive, that the poor need not fear, Qp- 
eſſion from the rich, nor the weak Violeng 
rom the ſtrong. It eſtabliſhes ſuch a Friend- 
Thip between the moſt diftant and contrary Tem- 
pers, that the Lamb may ſafely dwell with, the 
Wolf, and the Kid lie down with the Leopard; - the 
Calf alſo, and the young Lion, and Fatling may herd 
together, and a little Child may lead tbem. _ 
Ap now can any one who takes a View of 
the Conſtitution of the Goſpel imagine, that 
*ewas ever Deſign'd to be propagated and eſta- 
bliſhed by Means ſo contrary to, and ſo ſevere- 
ly condemned by its own Laws? Can it be ima- 
gin'd that our Redeemer, who came into the 
World with a Deſign to aboliſh the Harſhneſs 
and Severity which were ſo remarkable in the 
Fewiſh OEconomy, by introducing a much mild- 
er Diſpenſation, could ever deſign Men ſhould 
be frighten'd into the Profeſſion of it by —_— 
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Rom. xi. 19, 20, 21. + Iſa. xi. 6. &c. 
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2. FA the Nature and Delign of. t the Cbri- 
ſfiaty Religion does not admit of the Com- 
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Matth. x. 34. Luke xii. 49, 


| 1 
does it receive the leaſt n from the 
Practice either of Cbriſt, or his Apoſtſes. 
H av our Redeemer thoyght it neceſſary, or 
expedient, to have his Religion back d and afli+ 
ſted by Fines and corporeal Puniſhments, he 
would, we may well ſuppoſe, have ſanctified the 
Uſe of them by his own Practice: and the Apo- 
Mes having been fully inſtructed in all the pro- 
per and juſtifiable Means of propagating the 
Truth, would doubtleſs. have endeayour'd to re- 
pel the fierce Oppoſition. they met with, in the. 
Courſe of their Miniſtry, by external Force and 
Violence. III 1m 22/5 ͤ ( 
Bor the Patrons of Perſecution are not able 
to produce one Inſtance either from the Exam. 
ple of Chrif, or his Ambaſſadors, for rtl. 
Ages to vindicate, or excuſe their Practices. As: 
our Saviour's Religion was moſt friendly to the 
Peace and Proſperity of humane Society; ſo he 
conſtantly diſcover d the ſame Temper himſelf, 
that he required in his Followers. Nor did he 
do any Thing inconſiſtent with it, in Order to 
Cure the inveterate Prejudices that kept the eus 
from believing in him. Inſtead of inflicting 
corporeal Puniſhments on them for their Obſtina- 
cy, he rather endeavoured to win them by Acts 
of Charity and Beneficence. Nay he told them 
in ſo many Words, That if any Man beard bim, 
and would not believe, he would not judge bim: 
that is, he would not puniſh his Incredulity by - 
any external Judgments in the World, | 
"Trs in vain for the Friends of Perſecution. 
to urge, that our Saviour's not uſing outward 
Force was owing to his Want of the civil Po- 
| =, wer 
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er on his Side. For if that had been wanted, 
he could as eaſily have converted the Rulers, as 
afterwards tie did Paul, id a miraculous Way. If 
their Help had been - neceſſary to the Propaga- 
tion of his Goſpel, he could in an extraording- 
ry manner have broughe them over to be De- 
fenders” of chat Faith, which before they op- 
pos d. 'Belides, though the Rulers would not 
embrace his Religion, .and conſequently would 
not employ their Powet in favour of what + 
deem'd an Impoſture; yet he that wrought ſo 
many Miracles to atteſt his divine Miffion, and 
eſtabliſh his, Doctrine, could, if he had pleaſed, 
have call'd together Legions of Angels to exe- 

cute his Vengeance on thoſe who would not 
have him to rule over them. He could have 
. exerted the ſame Power in their Deſtruction, 
that he employ'd for their Good. But this be- 
ing in no wiſe congtuous to the Nature of his 
Goſpel, he always Carefully avoided. it, even 
under the greateſt Provocations and Affronts. A 
flagrant Inſtance of his charitable Diſpoſition to- 
wards his moſt ſtubborn Opponents, and of his 
Deteſtation of that extirminating Spirit, that his 
pretended Vicar is ſo ready to diſcover, we have 
in Luke ix. 51, &c. where we find the bigotted, 
inhoſpitable Samaritans refuſing to give him En- 
tertainment, becauſe he was going to Feraſalem 
to worſhip. Upon which the Diſciples, who 
were hitherto pretty much under the Influence 
of the legal Diſpenſation, would have call d for 
Fire from Heaven to conſume them, as Elias did up- 
on a like Occaſion ; and, as ſome think, near the 
| ſame Place. But he rebuk'd them with a more 
than common Warmth, ſaying, Te know not what 
Spirit jt are of ; for the Son of e Man came not to de- 
ſeroy Mens Li des, but to ſave them. As if he had 
1 ſaid, 
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tid, Tis not my Buſineſs to conſume Mens Ba- 
dies for the Sake of their Souls; or tg 8 
ſome of the Truth, by deſtroying others; wg” 
the contrary, to promote the 27 
as ſpicicual Good bf Mankind. a id he 125 
deviare from this kind and gracious Deſign, for 
which he came into the World. For if we 4aks 
a View of all the Miracles that he wepuge iq 
convert the Obſtinate, and W the Recepti- 
on of his Doctrine, we + Dall nd them tg 41155 
been done in tender Compa on to the M 
ries of human Creatures. He reſtor d Ben 5 
the blind, made the deaf to hear, the dumb tq 
ſpeak, the lame to walk, gave Health to the ſick, | 
Strength to the weak, caſt out Devils, fed the 
hungry; and in a Word, directed all his won. 
derful Works to the Good of Mankind. So far 
was he from making Men miſerable here for re- 
jecting his Religion, that he endeavour d t 
_ it by Miracles of Goodneſs and 
ercy. 

An; D chough Gnce an intemperate Zeal trans 
ſported his Diſciples beyond the Bounds of Cha: 
rity, even to a Deſire of doing what was contra» 
ry to their Maſter's Temper and Goſpel; yet af- 
ter his Reſurrection, when they were more fully 
inſtructed in the Nature of the Goſpel Oecono- 
my, and had been baptized with the Spirit on 
the Day of Pentecoft; after this, I ſay, they were 
chang'd into a Temper more becoming the 
Work they were engaged in, and always in the 
future Management of themſelves took Care to 
reſemble the Conduct of the meek and bumble 
Feſus. Indeed their Zeal for their Lord's In- 
tereſt made them bold and intrepid i in the Buſi- 
neſs that he had aſſign'd them; nor could the 
moſt cruel Ulages prevail with them to Th us 

auſe 
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Cauſe they. had la 1 but then they 
took Care not to de ay Thing, under the No- 
Ne of Zeal, which they could not puſtify. Far 


were, chey fro thinking that the Goodneſs. of 
the Cauſe; and the Nobſeneſs of the End, would 
fangif any Meang unwarrantable, and ſinſul in 


themſelves. They were as true to their Ma- 
or s Intereſt as his Holineff himſelf can be; and 
Yeh K did. not, No him, compel Men to be 
ol ( theig on, by Robberies and Murder. Noz 
is is a TY. of making Chriſtians chat Chrif 

his is Apa s never W700 of, or at leaſt ne- 
1385 fit ta ule.” And therefore we may 
afely onclgde, that our 1780 has no regard c 

„When it ſays, Campel thewn to rome in. 

cw dis pleaded, That Chrifh.and his Ape- 
ſtles wrought many and great M _—_ which 
were ſufficience to bring Men over te the Obes 
ence of Faith, without the help of the fecular 
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Power; but now. Miracles are diſcontinu' d, the 


want of them muſt be ſupplied this Way. But 
this can't be urg'd by the Papiſts, who till pre- 
tend to a Power of working Miracles: and to 

others, I anſwer, That tis a Miſtake to ſay 
autward Force is neceſſary ſince the Ceſſation of 
Miracles. For tho' theſe have been for many 
Ages diſcontinu'd ; yet we have an Account df 
thoſe that were perform d by Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles, faichfuly tranſmitted down to us by His 
ſtories, which we have as much reaſon to cre- 
dit as any Thing of that Nature. And there- 
fore, Load our Eyes have not ſeen em pers 
5a ; yet, as we have abundant Reaſon to 
_ "the Truth of them, their Force is not 
geas d. Rut ſuppoſe they could be of no Uſe to 
vs, Who live in an Age fo diſtant from that in 
which they were, wrought ; yet Pesſecution can 
never 
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never ſupply the Place of them. Miracles had 
a very powerful Tendency to convince. ti 
Mind, to deſtroy Mens Prejudices, and hit 
them to credit the Chriſtian Religion, who 
divine Authority was ſo fully atteſted ; but out- 
ward Force and Violence can do no Setvice to 
ae,, enn 
3. Suck Compulſion, as the papiſts contend 
for, has not the leaſt Aptitude to work, or con- 
firm true Faith, without which the beſt Reli- 
gion in the World can do a Man no good, _ 
ExTtzrnar Conformity to the pureſt Chur 
will avail nothing, unleſs 'it proceed from 
through Conviction of the Mind, and a firm A 5 
of the Truth of its Doctrine and Worſhip. N 
could it be ſuppos'd, as the Papiſts pretend, that 
the Church of Rome is the only true Church, and 
that all her true Members are infallibly fav'd ; yet 
in order to this, tis ftill neceſſary that all her 
Members do really believe as the Church believes, 
otherwiſe a bare outward Profeſſion and Confor- 
mity will profit nothing. A Man may be cur” 
| of a Diſtemper by a Medicine he has no Faich 
in; he may be carried ſafely to a foreign Port 
in a Veſſel that he diſtruſts ; but no Man can 
be ſavd by a Religion that he does not credit. 
This all are agreed in. OR bay? 
By this time therefore we may eaſily perceive 
the Unreaſonableneſs of outward Coertion, to 
bring Men to the Communion of any Church; 
fince it cannot work Faith, without which ex- 
ternal Conformity is of no Service. Nothing can 
have a Fitneſs to work Faith, but what tends to 
evince the Truth of the Thing to be believ'd. 
And what Evidence can external Severities give 
to the Truth of any Propoſition ? Unleſs it be 
this one, That the Church of Rome is not 4 
a ä Church 


1 


urch of c Cari: it give! © 
Anſwer to ſuch cl deco: "Wie 
ther Jeſe of Nazareth be the: Meſſiah? Whether 
the New Teſtament be à divine Revelation? 
Whether there will be a Reſurtection of the 
Body? Whecher the Doctrinss of the Romiſt 
Church are the only Chriſtan Doctrints; * 
of them ſuch? Can endeten fatisfy any, who 
in theſe, or other Particulars, are willing; to 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth? And yet 
as long as the Mind remains unconvinc'd; and the 
Man continues in Unbelief, he is as far, at leaſt, 
from the Ning of Heaven after, as before His 
ormity. By: getting within the Pale of the 
hurch he may ſhelter himſelf from all 
Storms and Tempeſts in this World, but not from 
endleſs Miſery. in the next Perſecution may. 
fill any particular! Church with: Hypocrires; 
has no Tendency to increaſe the Number of ey 
Believers. Can Fines and Conſſcations take away” 
Errors? Can Baniſhment and Rxile drive nearer” 
the Truth? Can Dungeont and Prifons illumi- 
nate the Mind? Can Shackles and Chains free 
from Prejudige ? Can rackingi the Eimbs rect 
the Judgment 2 Can burning the Fleſh purif 
the Conſciense ? · Can the Bloody Practices of 
the Papiſts contribute any thing towards mend- 
ing the Faith of thoſe they call Heretics? And 
if er cannot, they can be of no uſe to Salra- 
Let not theſe charitable: Chriſtians thete- 
28 any longer attempt to yarnifh over their 
black and helliſh Crimes with a pretence of Love 
to the Souls of Men, and Zeal for the Intereſt 
of the Redeemer ; ſeeing neither the one, nor the” 
other, can be better d by it. * 
VAI and ridiculous is the Shift that ſome 
lat Defenders of moderate Penalties, as they 01 : 
zul pleas 
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ed to make them impartidlly conſider the Mattet 


Nature. Any indifferent Perſon would tather con- 


pleds'd to ſtile them make td evade" the Abſurdi- 
ties of puniſhing Men to bring chem te the true 
Faith, when they tell us, That they are pumſh- 


in Controverſy between the Magiſtrate and 
7 A very likely Way indeed of b | 
en to unbiaſs'd Conſideration, to promiſe ti 
Security, and perhaps Preferment on one hand, 
and on the other to threaten them with Fines, 
Imptiſonments, and other Crueſties of the Hke 


— 
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clude, that by this Means N would 
hinder'd from conſidering anything, but their own 
preſent Eaſe and Proſperity; and ſo be tem 
to embrace any Religion, without examitting 
whether it be true, or falſe, Can it be thought 
the moſt effectual Way to make a Judge itpay- 
tial in giving his Opinion upon a particular 
Cauſe, for the Prince to make large Promiſes on 
one hand, and threaten him on the other? Is it 
not more likely, that under ſuch Circumſtances 
he would be tempted to give the Cauſe in fa - 
vour of his on Intereſt, without conſidering the* 
Merits of it? And truly tis the fame in Re“ 
ligion. Such coercive Methods tend rather to 
blind Mens Eyes, than to clear them; and rer. 
der them as much diſpos'd to Error, as Truch. 
And therefore moſt of the falſe Religiom in the 
World owe their Eſtabliſnment to theſes Helps, 
Error needs the Support of the ſecular Arm, But 
2 is able to ſhift for itſelfl. And there- 
ore, ; ien | ; 
4. NotninG can be a greater Difparages 
ment to our holy Religion, than for Men to Be 
compell'd by outward Force to profeſs it; which” 
is in effect to ſuſpe its Verity, and ſet it on a 
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Level wich the groſſeſt Impoſtures. 
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* Wo | N 70 7 4 3 
lice of Earth and Hell were combin d to ſup- 
als” Yb . ITT N | 
preſz it; nor if the Argument" of Jels: Force 
againſt all Advoeates for Perſecution, For after 
ic has gain ſo mug en by bearing 8p and 
revailing againſt the greateſt external F 


/ 
$0; / 
how injurious , mult. it be to it Reputation, 
to make it, need the Help of a. * 
x Power to compel. Men to embrace it? .Is H; nor 0 
1 the ſame now, as it was in the firſt Ages of the 
Church ? Is not its 1 a and Beauty the fame | 
. now, as then ? . Is it leſs capable of procurit 
| Entertainment now under a Toleration, than it 
| was 1600 Years ago ene eee Treat- 
| ment? What a Diſparagement then does the Go- 
| ſpel ſuffer, by means of ſuch fiery Zealots, who 
| are for conſtraining all who differ from 1 
ST, 


to conform to their Doctrine and 4 
2 and Impriſonments, Tortures and | 
Acres. fr i. ; 
Axp truly this alone is enough to prejudice 
any thinking Perſon againſt the, Rowiſh Church 
and all ſuch who follow her Example. Thoſe 
v ho hold the Truth as it in is Jeſu, need not de- 
ſire to increaſe, or ſecure their Intereſt by penal 
Laws and civil Sanctions. All that the pure and 
uncorrupt Religion of Chriſt requires, or expects, 
is 4 free Courſe and an unobſtructed Promulga- 
tion, by means of which twill be able to con- 
flict with Error and Prejudice, without the aid 
of corporeal Puniſhments, or even negative Diſ- 
couragements. 3 e 
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LE IL ſuch therefore who cannot be content 
with the Goſpel in its native Simplicity and Plain- 
neſs, but muſt needs mix their own unwritten, 
and unwarrantable Traditions with it; let ſuch 
who think the Worſhip preſcrib'd in tlie ſacred 
Scriptures too mean and yulgar, without the 
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Sagas 15 of inp TRE ; . 
Men. WIay bs ce e their Cauſe, 4 
Force and Vielence ence of it: but 
thole 11 the e r the. only Rule | 
0 Faich, nd Practice, and admit of nothing. in 
Worſhip,” 5% 18 hey od there re- : 
ended, need 7 nor deſcen to t . 
2 5 n Wo a Cauſe which I 
er, Supports, an fi he Favour, of eben, 


on, 15 incon-, 
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LH os; LY © work true 1 
ich eli 08 ia do us no 
110 2D ilgrace tot 71 by ſe 55 
it udo level with, Religions; if els 
Kare tue, as th N 1 5 to a Demonſtra- 
tion, then outward Forer cannot be the mean- 
ing of that, Compulſion,” "which our Saviour in 
the Text, injoins on His Followers. We are 
. of 15 17 out for ſome other Senſe of 


this 1 a And No, pus 


II. I come. now, in the. ſecond TY to give 
you the. true meaning of our Saviour's Words, 


Cooke! them . to come in. 0 1. 
Axp ſince ” come in, according to the Deſign 
of our Saviour, is ſincerely . to embrace his Re- 
ligion by Faith; proper and perſuative Argu- 
ments, kind andi importunate Intreaties, together 
with an exemplary Life, as they are the moſt no- 
ble, ſo are they likewiſe Ln moſt effeAual Way 
8 2 in 
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o the uſe of them, under che 
notion of compelling Men to ct in. We ſhall en- 
deavour to illuſtrate this more particular). 

1. PROPER and perſyafive Arguments well 

deſerve the Name of Chriſtian Computfion, as they 

| have a direct tendency to cure the Blindneſs of 
the Mind, to diſſipate Error, and repreſent the 
| Goſpel as worthy of all Acceptat ion. Po 


p . 


As ſoon as Chriſtianity, or any part of it ap- 
pears true, tis impoſſible not to believe it. None 
can withhold his Aſſent longer, than till he di- 
cerns the Object of Faith to. bear evident Mark 
and Characters of Truth. Let him be neve 
ſo much prejudic'd againſt, an Opinion, and ne- 
ver ſo much reſolv'd to oppoſevit ; yet as foon 
as it becomes apparent to him that tis fupport- 
ed by ſolid and ſufficient Reaſons, he Ker 

| Kent 
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more, and be in loſs danger of 
2 er ain if laying aſide ure and Defama- 
tion, al W bs and endeavour: te 


promote it by clear Reaſon-and ſound Argument. 
And. however Ma: See may be deſpis d, as 
duden to t ength of Error and 
Infidelity ; th — ring ns our or Reli igion did not 
think them too e to be levelld againſt = 
Obſtinacy of a People, who even labour'd to 
ſhut their Eyes againſt the Light, and cheriſh'd 
the utmoſt Averſion to him and his Doctrine. 
he Stiffneſs and Bigotry of the Fews did not 


diſcouragę him from endeavouring to cure their 
Unbelief, by proving from Moſes and rhe Prophets 
that be was the 8 Nor were theſe Means 
un- 
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unſueceſzful, for Numbers were al — 
to believe in him, while others incaph eck 
vickton were left without Excuſe.” \nd. aft 
his Depatture, his Apoſtles took the Tame. Wa 
of Cpu, chat He a ſanctify d Fx his ow 
Practice. Peter rug t in three. thouſand Few 
at once, by '<bnvineifis them that thy Seriprurs 
Predictions of old, bay their Accomp Uwes 
the Reſi urcection of that ſame Feſw, Shin they þ Zh 
efucifed *.” Paul'compell'd both N and Gen 
kiles to come in, by "Vt 15 00 ments 9 
for their Conviction, 4 50 be. 
Moſes and the Prophets, 7 * Ye ing that 
Chrift muſt needs ba ſuffered 1 en mi 
Dead : and wich Fe Gels, he” ' reaſons upe 
their own Principles. 

HrruzR alſo may be refer the Micacle? 
wrought by our Lord and his Apoſtles ; for ta 
theſe they all- appeal, as: to Arguments for the 
proof of the divine Authority of their Doctrines. 
And to them Paul very like y had regard, 7 1 
he ſaid, his Preachin Was in ' Demonſtration of . the 
Spirit, and of Power, 

Ix RED ſome are b biaſs'd" in fayour of cher 
old Opinions, and ſuch Bigots to Hereſy and 
Error, that the moſt nervous Arguments for 


Truth are loſt upon them; and their obſtinat' 00 


Prejudices render them inſenſible to the Force 
good Reaſon, ſoliciting in favour of a Cauſe they 
are fenc'd againſt, And therefore, 

2. KID and importunate Exhortations ma 
likewiſe not improperly be calld another ſorc % 
Chriſtian Compulſion, 

Taz sx, eſpecially when they follow ſolid 
Arguments, are as Cords of Love, with 

Which 
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i Welz ently conticul d, while yet they 
Arc ſwe fly oye Dl "+ m —— * 421% WH "ITY 
Ne oth tue, ſuch. 5 ed wee have a jrame- 
ai aptitude to re 1175 7 — 
N ight chan che ſinglel uſe of 
Arguments, and 135 19 . —— 
hey tend to eradicace;tbal: Nady 
ave bes plaſten'd en Mig = 
oy 51 or, ſome uch — to 
Work up the Man to a Toes __ judge with 
güt ts - hu — ur 
rgiments, ropos d. , us; Lag re- 
58 of the 3 be to right Judgment, 
new Light breaks in 1 * the 8 wich reſiſt 
lefs Force, and comp els : he 8 to came in to the 
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dec 1 what, helore., 2 rk chu. 


em 11 
- Anp tis with regard, to "He prevalence aud ſun y 
theſe means are apt to have over the Will and A 
wn that. they ſo frequently bear the Name 
1590 Hon, both in the 82 and New Teſt arnents. 
Thus for 3 $8 Saul's Er compel d bim 
| to eat Bread *. And the two Diſciples going to 
Emmaus, compel 4 our Lord after his Reſurrection 
te tarm with them. And to mention ng more; 
thus Lydia compell'd Paul, and thoſe with bim, 10 
g into ws rab nd 2 th there. Thoſs Con 
Ants 
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No wonder therefote if out Redet mer, hd 
knewperfectly welt the Frame aid Conftitution 
humane Nature, ſhogkl,in the ſhore Courſe 
| endeavour to facilitate che 
,ſpel by ſuch tender and c 


—_ 
ception his 
fionate Applications.” Nor were his A 
after ftis Aſcenſion to his Fathet N 
follow the Pattern he had ſer them, em a 
fucts Conftraints upon the People © w 


were ſent. not only labour d to open 
their blind y wi working uncontaſtable 


oe 


racles, and explainin he ancient Propheſi 
concerning the N but alſo to mele 2 
the Hardneſs of thiir Hearts, atid diſpoſe 9555 
to receive their Meſſage, by Waere exptef- 
five of the greateſt endernefs and Love. Paw 
was eminent © br" this Kind of Compulſion, at 
inſtance of which we have 2 Cor. v. 20. ith 
then (ſais he) we are Ambaſſadors for Cbriſt, as t 
God did beſeech you by us ; we pray you in Chri 
fend, be ye reconcil d to God. 

1 heweily : -wift 1 could go on, tind he 
that all, whoſe Buſineſs it has been to Compel 
Hen to come in, have, in the ſucceeding Ages of 
the Church, been careful to be Followers 6 2 
Apoſtles in this particular, even at t bey vers 'of 
And I am ſure if the Intereſt they eſpouſed were 
really the Intereſt of the Redeemer, ſuch mil 
and gentle methods for its Promotion would b 
more fuccefsful, than all the Methods of Terrot 
_ Aﬀrightmene that have ſince been inyen- 
te 

3. An holy and exemplary: I. ife,” in thoſe 
who ſuſtain the Character of Chriſt's Antal 
dors, is another very proper and fuicable r 


n 
WJ 
d o 


F for Men to embtace the 
Mo Se PR FI AG ere n * 
Tun great Deſign of 'Chriſtianity.is to regu- 
late the Manners of Men, aud Form them into 
a godlike Temper and Diſpoſition, If there- 
fore they whoſe Office it is to propagate it, are 
ſcandalouſſy vicious in their own Lives, and can 
gire in to ſuch Liberties. as are notorioufly re- 
nc; how can they expect to per- 
ade others that themſelves ſincerely believe it, 
or prevail with them to regard their Arguments, 
or not to think their warmeſt. Applications art- 
ful and counterfeit? Let them reaſon never ſo 
juſtly, and expoſtulate never ſo affectionately, 
the Errors of their Practice will go near to make 
their Endeavours vain and fruitleſs, But if they 
are circumſpect in their Conduct, exemplary 
in Piety and Devotion, Juſtice and Fidelity, Hu- 
mility and Patience, Meekneſs and Moderatior; 
Charity and Beneficence, Temperance and Selfde- 
72 in a word, b they are careful to walk worthy. 
their Vocation, ing Ungodlineſs and world 
Luſts, . ſoberly, and godlily in x 
World; by thus exempliſy ing the Power of Reli- 
gion in their own Lives, even the Enemies of it 
will be compell d to believe it a real Thing. Men 
will be even prejudic'd in favour of the Argu- 
ments and Intreaties which eome from thoſe; 
who live the Religion they teach. _ .. 
ExAM IE works many times with almoſt are 
irreſiſtible Force; for which reaſon tis call'd 
Compulſion in ſacred Writ. Thus Peter by his 
Example, as well as Doctrine, compel} d the Gen- 
tiles to live as did the Fews *. And Paul by the 
Example of Chriſt's Love was compeii d to pro- 
more his Interett. j * 1 
| * 
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ſation in the World f. 


and where it does ſo, nothing is left for Men to 


Tx this Senſe che Aurhor of our Religion a 


: oo Men to embrace his Doctrines, even by ex- 


übiting a Tranſcript of chem in his vwnLife. And 
knowing the attractive Force of a good Liſe, he 
requires his Diſciples and Followers to Let nber 
Light ſo ſhine before Mien, thut They beholding 
Yhewr good Works may glorify God® : chat is, by em- 


| bracing the Goſpel of his Anointed. Nor were 


the Apoſtles wanting to lay fuch-Conftraines 
upon the World. They did not impoſe à Reli- 
gion upon others, which themſelves would not 
obey ; but took care to preſerve a Conduct wor- 
thy their Vocation ; and could rejoice, [that in Sim- 
plicity and godly Sincerity they bad their - Conver- 
Turks now are the ſeveral Ways of — 
fron which the Scripture recommends to the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt. And the more they are found 
in the Uſe of theſe, the more they will difcover 
their Fidelity to their Great Maſter, the more 
Good they are like to do to the Souls of Men, 
and the greater will be their Reward in Hea- 
ven. And ſure nothing can fubſerve this 
great End of advancing Truth fo much, as the 
"Conſtraints which flow from the united Strength 
of ſound Arguments, compaſſionate Intreaties, 
and an exemplary Life. For tho* Threats of 
Fines and Baniſnments, Impriſonmnents and 
Death, may lead Perſons into Conformity to a 
particular Church, this ſpiritual, Compulſion is the 
only proper Way of —— living Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's myſtical Body the Church. 
Ixo BEE, this many times proves ine ffectual, 
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do Bod may open the Eyes of the blind, and 


convert the obſtinate by what Means he ee 
ir pe- 


baut the Servants of Chriſt are not upon t 
— 5 —— Are 

uring to prop the Truth in a Way theie 
1 ͤ + | 


„Mike dome with the Explication af 2 f the | 


Fext,- and proceed to make a few Remarks ſui- 
table to the Deſign of the Day, and our own 
Times. Sf?! „ 191 3 
So di l ie 


1. Ts evident from what has been ſaid, that 


Perfecutors are no Servants of Chriſt. He never 


gave them Commiſion to make Proſelytes by 
Fire and Sword, or any external Conſtraints 

whatever, and there fore in this they act without 
Orders. They may be fond of the Title of 
Chriſt's Meſſengers and Ambaſſadors, but if they 
endeavour to force their pretended Ambaſſy up- 
on Men by Violence and Cruelty, they deviate 
from their Inſtructions, and aſſume an Authority 
over the Faith and Conſciences of Men, to which 
they have no right. Let them boaſt never ſo 


much .of an imaginary Succeſſion, or epiſcopal * 


Ordination; let them glory as long as they 
pleaſe: in the Validity of their own Adminiſtrati- 
ons, and run down thoſe of others as Nullities; let 


them ſwell and pride themſelyes in their Prefer- 


ments and high Stations: yet if they are for in- 


flicting corporeal Puniſhments, or breaking in 


upon the natural, or civil Rights of others, to 
bring them to a Conformity with their own Sen- 


timents; if they betake themſelves to ſuch inhu- 


mane Methods, they run before they are ſent, 
and are fyrjouſly intent upon a Work to which 
| D 2 they 
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28 Chriflian Cunpulſim, © 


they were never call'd by the meek and compaſ- 
fjonate* Te. But,, 2 ai nates 
2. W muſt take care not to run to am Ex- 
treme on the other ſide; fo as to think that eve- 
ry Principle, which ſome may make a part of 
Religion; or that every Action, pretended to 
have been done out of Conſcience, ought to enjoy 
a Toleration. The Safety of the State mult li- 
mit us here. For if Mens profeſs'd Principles 
have an apparent Tendency to injure the Public, 
and they themſelves, in conſequence of theſe 
Principles, have been often guilty of very hei- 
nous Crimes; in this Caſe 'tis no Perſecution, 
if the Government for ics own Security refuſe 
them a Liberty openly to avow ſuch: Principles, 
and puniſh the Crimes they commit. under Pre- 
tence of Conſcience, So far indeed as Mens 
Religion is conſiſtent with the Safety of the Na- 
tion, they have a Right to the free Exerciſe of 
it, without ſuffering in their civil Intereſt; but 
when it manifeſtly tends to the Prejudice and 
Ruin of the civil Community, and has frequent- 
ly provd ſo, the Magiſtrates, as the Guardians 
and Protectors of its Rights and Privileges, may 
— deal with its Profeſſors as Enemies to the 
tate. 1 | 
Tuts ſeems to be the Caſe between the Re- 
man Catholics and Proteſtant Diſſenters. Tho' 
the former perhaps may not be willing to allow 
| the Diſtinction; but will call it Perſecution, when 
\ they are not indulg'd in the free Exerciſe of their. 
Religion. To whom however the anſwer is 
clear, That they are not denied it upon a reli- 
gious account; but becauſe of the Danger to 
which the State is neceſlarily expos'd from 
them. They aſſert the Pope to be the ſupreme 
Head of the Univerſal Church: that all true 
Catholics 
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ſures, when they may be thought neceſſary to 


he * 2 — Church — Faith is not to 
be with Heretics, Which Name they give 
to all Chriſtians who diſſent from them: char 
the Pope has Power to excommunicate Princes, 
who will not embrace the Catholic Faith, aud 


to diſingage their Subjects from their Allegiance. 


Theſe are ſome of the popiſh/Tenets, by which 
it appears that their Faith is Faction, and their 
Religion Rebellion; and that they cannot be 
allow'd a Toleration, but at the expence of the 
Nation's Safety. 1 N. SG 8 - 

I xxow.. *tis pretended by ſome of their 


they could enjoy as much Liberty as their 
Neighbours. But he muſt be very credulous, 
who can believe them ſincere, when there 
are ſo-many Inſtances upon Record of the con- 
trary. One of their own Writers ſays: Tis a 
Maxim with them, by which they regulate 
their Practice, That Turks muſt be ſet upon 
* with Arms, Heathens with Arguments, but 
* Heretics with Fire D.“ And we have abundant 
reaſon from their Actions to conclude the Hiſtori- 
an has, in this Account, done them no Injuſtice. 
Witnef: 

 Waldenſes and Albigenſes, of whom above one 
hundred thouſand were deſtroy'd. Witneſs the 
Pariſian Maſlacre in 1572, When more than {g- 
venty thouſand Proteſtants were inhumanly but- 


cher'd, for which the Pope and his Cardinals 


thought themſelves oblig'd to offer their ſolemn 
SED | | Thanks 


. * 0 0 ® * * 2 


* Lif e of Sixtus Quintus. 


Friends, that they are inclin'd to live peacea- 
bly under a Proteſtant Government, provided 


their unmerciful Treatment of the 
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Wn AS ESO. Cart oa 
30 brian Compulſing, 
4 Thanks to Heaven. And to eternize the Meme: 
| | ꝛ of ſo glorious an Exploit, a Medal was figwek; 
bY repreſenting on one ſide a deſtroying Angel, #nd 
1 under was written, Hereticorum ſtragen. Wienef 
the Maſſacre in Ireland in 164, where above two 
Hundred thouſand were deſtroy d. Wieneſs the 
Numbers that were put to death in Q A 
Reign. Witneſs the late Dragooning in France, 
bf the Inquiſition in Spain, Portugol and Italy. lle 
# who conſiders all theſe Inſtances of Rowiſh Cri- 
: 
| 
' 
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elty, with many others upon Record, which 
have never yet been condemn'd by that Church, 
together with the Wric for burning of Hereties, 
ſtill in force, will, I preſume, ſcarce” think it 
cConſiſtent with the Peace and Security of 
Government to give Countenance to Men, wh 
by their Principles are led to ſuch barbarous and 
deſtructive Practices. Such is the Nature of their 
Religion, that it renders the ſweeteſt Temper 
barbarous and favage. It has taught Parents to 
| murder their Children, and Children to imbrue 
4 their Hands in the Blood of their Parents. Men 
5 of this monſtrous Religion will no more ſtiek to 
execute their Cruelties on one who has conſer d 
on them the greateſt Kindneſſes, than on a pro- 
ſeſsd Enemy, provided it may promote the in- 
tereſt of their Church. No Tie, either ſacred 
or civil, can hold them; they will ſwallow the 
ſtricteſt Oaths, with a Deſign to break them; 
and violate the moſt ſolemn Ingagements, when 
ever they find tis for their advantage ſo to do. 
How hazardous tis to give the leaſt Counte- 
nance to Men of this Religion, the Gunpowder 
Plot, to commemorate the Diſcovery of which 
this Day is annually obſerv'd, is a ſufficient 
Proof. King Fames I, in the beginning of whoſe 
Reign this Plot was form'd, was extremely in- 
| | dulgent 


N n — . — euros 
* Taleratiom, as was pofſibiy 'conlifteac wich 
u habe Peace, and that withotit giving 80 
ce cutity of theic own Obedience, upon ic: ſtraiad 
5 © ay — — 
se rhany of them, as wi 
40 hood, even known and apenRecuſants :. gave 
| © Audience and Roceſs indifferently to both 
ſides, beſtowing equally his Favours and Ho- 
* Hours on both Profeſlions *.” And yet inden 
of being attach d co his Intereſt by theſe Indul- 
12 worſe and worſe. At che 
| very time r* — thus heupid his Favours on 
chem, che ing on the moſt bloody and 
Plot — him. and the whole Legiſla- 
ture, that ever was form'd. - Indeed ſome of 
them made him lage Promiſes, im order to nut- 
<ompliſh their Deſigns : partionlarly the Lay Ca- 
cholics, who in a Petition for an abſolute Tolt- 
ration, prof ſs d in the ſtiomgeſt Terms their 
Fidelity and unfeigned Love to h Majeſty, of- 
“ fering to be bound Life for Life wich good 
e Sureties for their loyal Behaviour; yet Sven 
< ac that inſtant, when this Peticdon was exhi- 
% bited, the chief Heads of thoſe Lay Cathe- 
21 „ lics, were then labouring wich all their might 
< to undermine the Parliament Houſe, to fnluse 
50 the whole Frame of the Kingdom to miverse 
WEB it not for theſe Principles that 
chem to perſecute, I ſnould have nothing to 
againſt their profeſſing their Religion withoac 
Moleſtation. The Doctrine of Pranſubſtantia- 
om praying to Saints und * Merit and 
| Sen 
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rerrogationg with many others, are indees 
ouſly ridiculous and abſurd; but 9 


Motori 
de profeſs d without Danger to the State, 

pture and Reaſon are the only proper Weapons 

to attack them, in order to expoſe their Folly, '- 

But when: they declare themſelves oblig d in Con- 

ſcience to extirpate Hereſy, at the expence of the - 
; -Lives of its Profeſſors ; and Fire and Sword are 
| the chief Weapons, with which they are reſolv'd 
to compel Men to come in to their Church; this 
may juſtly alarm any Government, and induce 
them to take ſuch Meaſures, as may' be proper to 
put ſuch Perſons out of a Capacity to perpetrate 
their wicked Deſigns. f ee 
1 3. HERE I ſhould very willingly have put an 
3 | end to this Diſcourſe, but that I could not but 
bf think it neceſſary to animadvert a little on the 
Y Practice of ſome, who call themſelves Proteſtants, 
and exclaim againſt external Compulſion in the 
Papiſts, but yet have not been free from it them» 


"i ſelves. Theſe Perſons tell us, That every Man 
1 muſt judge for himſelf, and chooſe his own Re- 
RN ligion; but then tis with this Proviſo, that he 


zl Judges and chooſes as the Church directs, other- 
i . wiſe he muſt expect to fall under her Diſplea- 
ſure, and feel her Reſentments. *Tis to be la- 
- mented that any who go by the Name of Pro- 
i teſtants, ſhould by their Practice give our com- 
3 mon Adverſaries ſuch an occaſion to recriminate ; 
but ſoit is. They who have ſo warmly decla- 
1 red againſt Perſecution in the Church of Rome, 
have, many of them, not been backward, when 
5 they have had it in their Power, to oppreſs and 
perſecute their innocent Neighbours. r 
Ix we take a view of the ſeveral ſucceeding 
. Reigns ſince the Reformation, we ſhall find that 
ſomething of this kind has always been practis'd, 
n | | when 
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ha is fo difagreeable, bur gather have —— deſir 
Tons fo let it fink into Oblivion, had. not the late 
Behaviour of the vn ſet of Men Covers tee 
2 1 the old Spitit. One have hoped 
eh [ hays ew their Error on 1 91 
of AHA; MAG, ar Fc. 9 
ſince given us a t they wa 
they: che ſame 2 5 1 * . 07 ave 
ed us with e and Ignominy, foam 
out their Bitterneſs alice in e orſt and 
uo invidious Expreſſions they cou 
We have been repreſented by bem as 


invent. 
Men not 
do be tolerated under any Government ; 48 
hennes to Monarchy, and Di rs 
Ingdom; as Hypocrices ; no 
ence, 29 govern d pure ely by H umour 
Spirit of eile; as Schiſmatics from 
yo Church, which they reckon a damnable Sin. 
N have ie Cog call'd us Fanatics. and 
NN In ſfiort, they think the worſt Lan: 
Slag ing good good for us och can any doubt 2 
have 


they need but read the n 
that fon for ſeveral Years paſt, 2 
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may indeed gueſs what muſt have Wap ” Farg, 
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hier rais d Mobs, and pull'd down the Meetii 


Enemies to the Church, and. not 7 10 


own Minds to diſſent from their Way sf. wi 
ſhip. And what other Hardſhips . znd per- 
ſecutions theſe ' Men” 'wo have loaded us 


with, had not an immediate Hand of. Pts 1 


vidence put a ſtop to "their 8 


know not. There! Is fofficiett Reaſon td 0 
their Malice and Rage would have pr Bon 


them on much farther, had not the” Accel] 
of our pfeſent glorious Deliverer e 
their Meaſures, and ſpoil'd their Entetpri 


by the Expreſſions of their Fury even ſince the 
coming over of King GSN, For after they 
could do us po hurt at Court, nor in Parliament, 


ouſes in ſeveral ak of the Kingdom, an 
would doubtleſs have left but few ſtanding, had 
not the Legiſlature ſtop'd their Career. 
I would by no means be thought to bring 
this Charge againſt the whole Body of the pi 
bliſh'd Church. God forbid, ht the.Inn 
ſhoud ſuffer for the Guilty, There are 4 pu 
many 3 them who are of differe 
ers, Men of Moderation and Chriſtian 52 
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And thefe abhor and deteſt the Practices of thol; 


furious Zealots, who are for calling for Fire from 


Heaven to conſume all that cannot be of heir 
Communion, | 
Bur yer they who are Men of Temper 14 
Qlemency, can hardly be allow'd the 7 of 
being true "Churchmen. They are Jooe Ip 
As falſe Brethren, as Difſeniers in Ul te Kei df 
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ſtrange that Cruelty. and Uncharitablegef: mu 

be the diſtinguiſhing Mark ot a true Church 
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ncetity:fn queſtion, while their Lives and 
1485 re bl and agreeable to their Profeſ- 
Fon as Chriſtidgs. Nor let us ever thittk* any other 
Methods allowable 8 convince Perfdds of whar 
we ourſelves think the Truth, than plain Reaſon 
and Scripture, recommended in the moſt affe- 
ctionate 3 1 3 a ſuitable Con- 
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